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Mid-Summer

Lamentation

Introduction

This summer has been filled with reports of
disaster after disaster. Disasters can be large
or small — a cancer diagnosis or a hurricane
that kills many and leaves survivors homeless.
Catastrophes threaten the very foundation of
our lives. Deprived of peace, forgetting what
happiness is, loss of the future

and all that one hoped for from

i

God. Such an experience cannot Nothirig Can Trouble
go unacknowledged. J=7

o D . [
One of the forms of biblical (Letra: Santa Teresa de Jests) mf  ———————
prayer is “lamentation.” We cry . — X e s .
out in our pain, rather than : ﬁ i i e i e |
pretending that we are okay. We ) e h I . d ° *
hear the voice of lament in the Noth - ing  can trou - ble, noth-ing can [right - en. Those who seek  God  shall
Bible, even to the extent of N N | | . .
blaming God. If we are honest, — e - B .i _i - q
we must admit that when terrible —& - - T e =2 2 .
things happen’ we may ‘ nev - er go  want - ing. God a - lone fills us.

sometimes feel as if God has it in
for us. This is more a projection
of our own fear and guilt than something that is true of
God; and yet we can easily feel this way.

Ours is a faith that can also lament — lament before the
face of God when our lives and the lives of others are
harmed by forces beyond our control. Such lament, as the
psalms teach us, is not the opposite of faithful praise but
rather its partner. In the midst of pain, fear, and loss we
cannot do otherwise than cry out to God, who is
compassionate and merciful.

Chant 5x: Our darkness is never darkness in your
sight

OUR DARKNESS
LA TENEBRE

Reading One: Lamentations 3:17-26

My life is deprived of peace,
I have forgotten what happiness is;
My enduring hope, I said, has perished before the LORD.

The thought of my wretched homelessness is wormwood
and poison; Remembering it over and over, my soul is
downcast.

But this I will call to mind; therefore I will hope: The
LORD’s acts of mercy are not exhausted, his compassion
is not spent; They are renewed each morning— great is
your faithfulness!

The LORD is my portion, I tell
myself, therefore I will hope in him.

) The LORD is good to those who
Jacques Berthier  trust in him, to the one that seeks

4 him; It is good to hope in silence for
_{é *ﬁ — ! 1| J ,_f;,_ the LORD’s deliverance.
[Y) & & L4 . Chant 5x: Nothing can trouble,
Our... dark-ness is nev-er dark-ness in your nothing can frighten,
La té - ne - bre n'est point té - ne - bre de-vant Reading Two: Romans 8:31-39
A ¥ | N — What then shall we say to this? If
ﬁ i H“ "z " 1} I i ! - God is for us, who can be against us?
i ' ! He who did not spare his own Son
D) . < but handed him over for us all, how
sight: the deep-estnightis clear as the day - light. will he not also give us everything
toi: la nuit com-me le jour est lu - mie - re. else along with him?

Copyright © 1998, Les Presses de Taizé, France
GIA Publications, Inc., agent. All Rights Reserved

Who will bring a charge against
God’s chosen ones? It is God who
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acquits us. Who will condemn? It is
Christ [Jesus] who died, rather, was
raised, who also is at the right hand of
God, who indeed intercedes for us.

O LORD, HEAR MY

PRAYER

Jacques Berthier
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What will separate us from the love of @) } e — E PR —— 7
Christ? Will anguish, or distress, or Py > | i |
persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or O Lord, hear my prayer, O Lord, hear my prayer:
peril, or the sword? ,Q # - ’ B ’

o - oo sevsns oot pamas e S
As it is written: (o I —— o P —— —— — . .b
“For your sake we are being slain all the D 4 — !
day; we are looked upon as sheep to be when 1 call an - swer me. O Lord, hear my prayer, O
slaughtered.” e — ———— E N oLk !
No, in all these things we conquer % “ ; p= # o = N

overwhelmingly through him who loved

us. Lord.

For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor
angels, nor principalities, nor present things, nor future
things, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor any other
creature will be able to separate us from the love of God
in Christ Jesus our Lord.

Silence 5 minutes

hear my prayer, Come and |

Amen.

IS - ten o me.

Closing Song: “Christ Be Our Light” verses by

cantors, refrain by all

Thank you for coming. Please join us again on Sept. 5 at

7 p.m. central time.
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Response: O Lord, hear my prayer CHRiIsT. BE OUR LIGHT
r
Make your Church a place of welcome Bernadette Farrell
and safety; enable Church communities Verses -
to offer hospitality and practical E—(—— — - —— — ] ———
support to all in need, we pra ' ' = == 'l ' —td : o
u , Wi y: e .
1. In the midst of disaster beyond our 1. Long-ing for light, _ we wait in dark-ness. Long-ing for
control, empower us to reach out in 2. Long-!ng for peace, _ our world is  trou - bled. Long-!ng for
love to others, mending what is broken, <3 Long-!ng for  food, _ man -y are hun - gry. Long-!ng for
and bringing hope where there is 4. Long-ing for s_hel-ter, man -y are home-less. Long-ing for
. 5. Man -y the gifts, _ man -y the peo - ple, man-y the
despair, we pray:
& . .
2. Where natural disasters are the result e —T : e — — : 77—
. . | | 1 |l =
of environmental degradation, o — e e s - i - ; )
strengthen us to work for policies that 1. truth, we turn to  you. Make us your own,
protect humankind by protecting the 2. hope, man -y de - spair. Your word a - lone
environment, we pray: 3. wa - ter, man -y still thirst. Make us your bread,
3. We entrust to the arms of your mercy 4, warmth, __  man -y are cold. Make us your build - ing,
: . . 5. hearts that yearn to be - long. Let s be ser - vants
all those who have died; we hold in year 9 ! rev
your love all who mourn their passing, | i i} — — I —r— —r— —i n
Wwe pray: | —* = —
.o I -
4. Please add your additional prayers 1. your ho - ly peo-ple, light for the world to see.
and light a votive candle from the 2. has pow'r to save us. Make wus your liv - ing voice.
Easter Candle. _3. bro-ken for oth-ers, shared un - til all are fed.
, 4. shel - ter-ing oth-ers, walls made of liv - ing stone.
The Lord’s Prayer 5. to one an - oth-er, mak - ing your king - dom come.
C!lant 5x: Come and fill our hearts Rofrain
with your peace. i ; I , | |
S — S —— — — —— " —1 ' P e '|
Closing Prayer = i' - - — ———
May God, who heals the brokenhearted Christ, be our light! Shine in our hearts. Shine through the dark - ness.
and lifts up those who are bowed down, " . . i .
ive us consolation, courage, and hope. i ———— ——  — ——— ——— — —1 |
g g p - —1 N — I I ] vl 1 T | - ‘_Fl | — ¥

May the blessing of the Father, and the
Son, and of the Holy Spirit, come down
upon us and remain with us forever.

|
Christ, be our light! Shine in your church gath-ered to-day.
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